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According to the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), approxi-
mately 1.2 billion pounds (540 mil-
lion kilograms) of pesticides are sold 
each year in the United States, about 
70 percent of which is used in agricul-
ture. Just as many people are becom-
ing more concerned about the public 
health aspects of pesticides, the Fish 
and Wildlife Service is increasingly 
attentive to the effects of these chemi-
cals on fish and wildlife, particularly 
Endangered and Threatened species. 

The January/February 1989 Bulletin 
(Vol. XIV, No. 1-2) outl ined the 
potential threats posed by pesticides 
to the survival and recovery of listed 
species and reviewed the expanding 
role of the EPA in protecting Endan-
gered and Threatened species from 
the harmful effects of pesticides. 
Since that time, the EPA, with the as-
sistance of the Service and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
has made significant progress in devel-
oping its Endangered Species Protec-
tion Program for pesticide labeling, al-
though an enforceable program is not 
expected before 1992. The new EPA 
program is intended to fill the gap in 
both information about, and the regu-
lation of pesticides that may adversely 
affect the survival, reproduction, and 
food supply of listed species. Once 
fully implemented, the program will 
improve interagency capabilities to re-
view impacts of pesticides, focus gov-
ernment efforts on the significant 
problem areas, and provide meaning-

The Houston toad (Bufo houstonensis) is jeopardized by exposure to pesticides within its 
forest and rangeiand habitats. It is also at risk from the application of mosquito larvicides 
due to increasing urbanization of its occupied range. 

flil protection to listed species without 
unduly constraining pesticide users or 
agricultural production. 

Under authori ty of the Federal 
Insecticide, Fungicide and Roden-
ticide Act (FIFRA), the EPA must reg-
ister (or exempt from registration) any 
pesticide before it can be marketed or 
used in the United States. It may 
limit the use of any pesticide to pre-

vent unreasonable adverse effects to 
the environment. Public health and 
safety warnings, or other environmen-
tal cautions, are stated on a label af-
fixed to, or accompanying, the prod-
uct from the point of manufacture. 
Once registered, pesticides may only 
be legally used in accordance with the 
label directions. 
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Regional endangered species staffers 
have reported the following news: 

Region 1 - A yearling, uncollared 
woodland caribou (Rangifer tarandus 

caribou) was killed west of Sandpoint, 
Idaho, in an area not formerly known 
to support this Endangered animal. 
Approximately 50 to 65 woodland 
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Regional Offices 
Region 1, Eastside Federal Complex, 911 

N.S. 11 th Avenue, Portland, OR 97232-4181 
(503-231-6118); Marvin Plenert, Regional Di-
rector: Robert P. Smith, Assistant Regional 
Director: Bob Ruesink, Endangered Species 
Specialist. 

Region 2, P.O. Box 1306, Albuquerque, NM 
87103 (505-766-2321); Michael J, Spear, 
Regional Director, James A. Young, Assistant 
Regional Director: George Divine, Acting En-
dangered Species Specialist. 

Region 3, Federal BIdg., Fort Snelling, Twin 
Cities, MN 55111 (612-725-3500); James C. 
Gritman, Regional Director: GeraM R. Lowry, 
Assistant Regional Director: Wil l iam F. 
Harrison, Acting Endangered Species Spe-
cialist. 

Region 4, Richard B. Russell Federal BIdg., 75 
Spring Street, S.W., Atlanta, GA 30303 (404-
331-3580); James W. Pulliam, Regional Di-
rector: Tom Olds, Assistant Regional Direc-
tor: David Flemming, Endangered Species 
Specialist. 

Region 5, One Gateway Center, Suite 700, 
Newton Corner, MA 02158 (617-965-5100); 
Ronald E. Lambertson, Regional Director: 
Ralph Pisapia, Assistant Regional Director: 
Paul Nickerson, Endangered Species Spe-
cialist. 

Region 6, P.O. Box 25486, Denver Federal 
Center; Denver, CO 80225 (303-236-7920); 
Galen Buterbaugh, Regional Director:Roben E. 
Jacobsen, Assistant Regional Director: Larry 
Shanks, Endangered Species Specialist. 

Region 7, 1011 E. Tudor Rd., Anchorage, AK 
99503 (907-786-3542); Walter O. Stieglitz, 
Regional Director: Rowan Gould, Assistant 
Regional Director: Ron Garrett, Endangered 
Species Specialist. 

Region 8, (FWS Research and Development 
nationwide), Washington, D.C. 20240; John 
D. Buffington, Regional Director: Al Sherk, 
Endangered Species Specialist (703-358-
1710). 
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caribou are known to reside within 
Idaho. The people who shot and 
killed the woodland caribou have 
turned themselves in to authorities, 
and the Fish and Wildlife Service and 
Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
are investigating the incident. 

* * * 

The Service has signed a coopera-
tive agreement with The Nature Con-
servancy and the Air Force that will 
lead to restoration and expansion of 
occupied habitat for the Stephens' 
kangaroo rat (Dipodomys stephensi) on 
March Air Force Base in southern 
California. Fhe occupied habitat on 
March Air Force Base will eventually 
expand from its current size of several 
hundred acres to 600 acres (250 hect-
ares), and eventually may expand to 
over 1,000 acres (400 ha). The Cali-
fornia Transportation District is con-
tributing $1.5 million to fund the 
habitat restoration in compensation 
for habitat loss from the development 
of a Federal highway on the base. The 
interest from this money will be used 
for managing this Endangered species. * * * 

Region 2 - There have been only a 
few sightings of the Eskimo curlew 
(Numenius borealis) in North America 
over the past several decades. In De-
cember 1989, the Fish and Wildlife 
Service organized an Eskimo curlew 
advisory group, consisting of biolo-
gists from Regions 2, 6, and 7, and 
representatives from Argentina, the 
Canadian Wildlife Service, and the 
private sector, to determine the status 
of this bird and identify possible re-
covery measures. To promote reports 
of bird sightings, the advisory group 
has developed a brochure that de-
scribes the Eskimo curlew, its history, 
biology, and historical distribution. 
The brochure includes artwork show-
ing how to distinguish this curlew 
from the whimbrel (Numenius 
phaeopus), which is similar in appear-
ance. The Service recently published 
60,000 copies of the brochure, 15,000 
of them in Spanish. The Spanish ver-
sions have been mailed to cooperators 
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